Standardization of allergen-specific immunotherapy vaccines.
In the 1970s and 1980s, scientific methods were introduced in the standardization of allergen vaccines and, in combination with improved documentation of the clinical benefits obtained using standardized vaccines, specific allergy treatment as a scientifically based, reproducible, and safe treatment for allergic disease was established. This article describes important issues in the control of source materials and vaccine preparation as part of the European standardization of allergen vaccines, and also includes a discussion of vaccines that are based on recombinant allergens, which may appear on the market in the near future.